
ANNEX B

The Programming Framework Referred to in Article 7 of

 the Memorandum of Understanding on the Norwegian Financial Mechanism

Within the overall framework of the priorities mentioned in Article 6 of the MoU, particular attention shall be given to the Focus Areas indicated below. The Norwegian Financial Mechanism also aims to strengthen the bilateral relations between Estonia and Norway.


Priority area
Focus areas

1
Protection of the environment, including the human environment, through, inter alia, reduction of pollution and promotion of renewable energy
· Promotion of energy efficiency, including energy auditing in buildings 

· Development of monitoring systems for ground water and air pollution 

· Reduction of greenhouse gases in Estonia  

· Development and implementation of waste assembling and recycling systems 

2
Promotion of sustainable development through improved resources use and management
· Enhancement of biodiversity preservation in NATURA areas 

3
Conservation of European cultural heritage including public transport and urban renewal
· Preservation and possible utilisation of architectural heritage in Estonia in particular support to the multifunctional use of historical manor buildings (schools)



4
Human resource development through, inter alia, promotion of education and training, strengthening of administrative or public service capacities of local government or its institutions and the democratic processes that support it
· Increasing the competence and administrative capacity of regional and local authorities, including through the use of information technology

· Increasing the competence and administrative capacity of NGOs to enable them to be better involved in national and EU policy-making processes

·   Supporting social integration

5
Health and childcare
· Prevention and improved treatment of communicable diseases (HIV/AIDS and TB), including increasing preparedness for bioterrorism and epidemics 

· Improvement of the learning and development environment for children with special needs 

· Development and implementation of new facilities to increase the availability of social activities, including sports, in the less developed regions

6
Implementation of Schengen Acquis and the Judiciary
· Strengthening of the court and prison system

· Development of systems for safekeeping and exchange of confidential and classified information with EU and NATO states and organisations

· Strengthening police co-operation and competence transfer in Schengen-related issues between Estonia and Norway

· Combating organised crime in the area of trafficking in human beings



7
Regional policy and cross-border activities
· Strengthening competence and administrative capacity of regional and local authorities to support regional development 

· Support of bilateral co-operation between Estonian and Norwegian local governments, local government associations, county governments, enterprises (only internships and scholarships) as well as co-operation projects within the priority areas of the agreement

· Increasing co-operation between local authorities and development of common services 

· Supporting small scale projects in the field of local economic development and diversification of employment opportunities 

· Innovative models for large infrastructure investment projects, including development of public-private partnership (local, regional and national level) 

· Cross-border co-operation in the areas outlined in 1-7



ANNEX C

SPECIFIC FORMS OF GRANT ASSISTANCE REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 8 OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

The parties have agreed on the following grant schemes to be further developed for final approval.

1. NGO fund

A fund for non-governmental non-profit organisations operating in the areas outlined in Annex B, in particular in priority area 4, i.e., human resources. 

2. Technical assistance and cross-border co-operation fund 

The fund will support co-operation and transfer of knowledge (including scholarships and training) between Estonian subjects and subjects in Norway in the areas outlined in Annex B. 

3. Seed money facility

The fund will increase the possibility to develop qualified project applications.

